
The Order of Vespers - Oculi Wednesday 2022

TLH pp. 41-45


P: O Lord, open Thou my lips.

C: And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be: world without end. Amen.


Psalm 25, p. 128


1 Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. 


2 O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not 
mine enemies triumph over me. 


3 Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be 
ashamed which transgress without cause. 


4 Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 


5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God 
of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 


6 Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lov-
ingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old. 


7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgres-
sions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy 
goodness’ sake, O LORD.

8 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach 
sinners in the way. 


9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will 
he teach his way. 


10 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such 
as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 


11 For thy name’s sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for 
it is great. 


12 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he 
teach in the way that he shall choose. 


13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit 
the earth. 


14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and 
he will shew them his covenant.

15 Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck 
my feet out of the net. 


16 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am 
desolate and afflicted. 


17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me 
out of my distresses. 


18 Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all 
my sins. 


19 Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they 
hate me with cruel hatred. 


20 O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; 
for I put my trust in thee. 

21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on 
thee. 


22 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.


C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be: world without end. Amen.


The Lesson - Matthew 16.13-28


	 13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some say that thou art 
John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of 
the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I 
am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20 Then charged 
he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus 
the Christ.

	 21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his 
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised again the third day. 22 Then Peter took 
him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, 
Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said 
unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence 
unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men.

	 24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me. 25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: 
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 26 For 
what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul? 27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works. 28 Verily I say unto you, There be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom. Matt. 16:13–28 KJV


P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.

C: Thanks be to Thee, O Lord.


Hymn # 158


1. Glory be to Jesus,

        Who in bitter pains

        Poured for me the life-blood

        From His sacred veins!


        2. Grace and life eternal

        In that blood I find;

        Blest be His compassion,

        Infinitely kind!


        3. Blest through endless ages

        Be the precious stream

        Which from endless torments

        Did the world redeem!




        4. Abel's blood for vengeance

        Pleaded to the skies;

        But the blood of Jesus

        For our pardon cries.


        5. Oft as earth exulting

        Wafts its praise on high,

        Angel hosts rejoicing

        Make their glad reply.


        6. Lift we, then, our voices,

        Swell the mighty flood,

        Louder still and louder

        Praise the precious blood! Amen.


Sermon


P: Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense:

C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.


C: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, ac-
cording to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be: world without end. Amen.


Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heav-
en; gove us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil; 
for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.


P: The Lord be with you.

C: And with thy spirit.


Several collects are prayed, concluding with the Collect for Peace. 
After each, the Amen is sung or said.


COLLECT FOR PEACE


O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works do proceed, give unto Thy servants that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Thy commandments, and also that we, being defended 
by Thee from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in 
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end.

C: Amen.


P: Bless we the Lord.


C: Thanks be to God.


P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.

C: Amen.


