
Hymns, Lessons, Gradual: 26 Trinity 2021

# 123

1. Our God, our Help in ages past,
        Our Hope for years to come,
        Our Shelter from the stormy blast,
        And our eternal Home!

        2. Under the shadow of Thy throne
        Thy saints have dwelt secure;
        Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
        And our defense is sure.

        3. Before the hills in order stood
        Or earth received her frame,
        From everlasting Thou art God,
        To endless years the same.

        4. A thousand ages in Thy sight
        Are like an evening gone,
        Short as the watch that ends the night
        Before the rising sun.

        5. Thy word commands our flesh to dust:
        "Return ye sons of men!"
        All nations rose from earth at first
        And turn to earth again.

        6. Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
        Bears all its sons away;
        They fly forgotten as a dream
        Dies at the opening day.

        7. Like flowery fields the nations stand,
        Pleased with the morning light;
        The flowers beneath the mower's hand
        Lie withering ere 'tis night.

        8. Our God, our Help in ages past,
        Our Hope for years to come,
        Be Thou our Guard while troubles last
        And our eternal Home! Amen.

Lesson: Isaiah 40.9-11

9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the 
high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up 
thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the 
cities of Judah, Behold your God! 10 Behold, the Lord GOD will 
come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, 
his reward is with him, and his work before him. 11 He shall 
feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those 
that are with young.

Epistle: 2 Peter 3:3-14

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4 And saying, Where is 
the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 
5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God 
the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water 
and in the water: 6 Whereby the world that then was, being over-
flowed with water, perished: 7 But the heavens and the earth, 
which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto 
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8 
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10 
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right-
eousness. 14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such 
things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot, and blameless.

Gradual, p. 83

He shall call to the heavens from above: and to the earth that 
He may judge His people. The heavens shall declare His right-
eousness: for God is Judge Himself. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. The 
ransomed of the Lord shall come to Zion with everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and weeping shall fly away. Hallelujah.

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto 
them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, 
and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or 



thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, 
and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw 
we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the King 
shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I 
was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me 
not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall they 
also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or 
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of 
these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away into ever-
lasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

# 611

1. The day is surely drawing near
        When God's Son, the Anointed,
        Shall with great majesty appear
        As Judge of all appointed.
        All mirth and laughter then shall cease
        When flames on flames will still increase,
        As Scripture truly teacheth.

        2. A trumpet loud shall then resound
        And all the earth be shaken.
        Then all who in their graves are found
        Shall from their sleep awaken;
        But all that live shall in that hour
        By the Almighty's boundless pow'r
        Be changed at His commanding.

        3. A book is opened then to all,
        A record truly telling
        What each hath done, both great and small,
        When he on earth was dwelling;
        And ev'ry heart be clearly seen,
        And all be known as they have been
        In tho'ts and words and actions.

        4. Then woe to those who scorned the Lord
        And sought but carnal pleasures,
        Who here despised His precious Word
        And loved their earthly treasures!
        With shame and trembling they will stand
        And at the Judge's stern command
        To Satan be delivered.

        5. O Jesus, who my debt didst pay
        And for my sin wast smitten,
        Within the Book of Life, oh, may

        My name be also written!
        I will not doubt; I trust in Thee,
        From Satan Thou hast made me free
        And from all condemnation.

        6. Therefore my Intercessor be
        And for Thy blood and merit
        Declare my name from judgment free
        With all who life inherit,
        That I may see Thee face to face
        With all Thy saints in that blest place
        Which Thou for us hast purchased.

        7. O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
        But hasten our salvation;
        We often tremble on our way
        In fear and tribulation.
        Then hear us when we cry to Thee;
        Come, mighty Judge, and make us free
        From every evil! Amen.

# 644 Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
        Praise Him, all creatures here below;
        Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:
        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.


