The Order of Vespers (Lent), pp. 41-45
Judica Wednesday 2021

# 145

1. Jesus, Refuge of the weary,
Blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life's desert dreary,
Savior from the world above,

Oh, how oft Thine eyes, offended,
Gaze upon the sinner's fall!

Yet, upon the cross extended,
Thou didst bear the pain of all.

2. Do we pass that cross unheeding,
Breathing no repentant vow,

Though we see Thee wounded, bleeding,
See Thy thorn-encircled brow?

Yet Thy sinless death hath brought us
Life eternal, peace, and rest;

Only what Thy grace hath taught us
Calms the sinner's stormy breast.

3. Jesus, may our hearts be burning
With more fervent love for Thee!
May our eyes be ever turning

To Thy cross of agony

Till in glory, parted never

From the blessed Savior's side,
Graven in our hearts forever

Dwell the cross, the Crucified! Amen.

P: O Lord, open Thou my lips.

C: And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Psalm 43, p. 133

1 Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an un-
godly nation: O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust
man.

2 For thou art the God of my strength: why dost thou cast
me off? why go I mourning because of the oppression of
the enemy?

3 O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let
them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.

4 Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my ex-
ceeding joy: yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God
my God.

5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou
disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise
him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

The Lesson: Luke 23.26-33

26 And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one
Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him
they laid the cross, that he might bear i after Jesus.

27 And there followed him a great company of people,
and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him.

28 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and
for your children.

29 For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they
shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never
bare, and the paps which never gave suck.

30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on
us; and to the hills, Cover us.

31 For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall
be done in the dry?

32 And there were also two other, malefactors, led with
him to be put to death.

33 And when they were come to the place, which is
called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefac-
tors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to Thee, O Lord.

# 175 2nd Tune

1. When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss

And pour contempt on all my pride.

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that harm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

3. See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down.

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?



4, Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were a tribute far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all. Amen.

Sermon

P: Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sac-
rifice.

C: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo-
ple;

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy
people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be: world without end. Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon
us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy
name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; gove us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion; but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the king-
dom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with thy spirit.

Several collects are prayed, concluding with the Collect for
Peace. After each, the Amen is sung or said.

COLLECT FOR PEACE

0 God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed, give unto Thy servants
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Thy commandments, and also that
we, being defended by Thee from the fear of our ene-
mies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through
the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who liveth and
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God,
world without end.

C: Amen.

P: Bless we the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.
C: Amen.

# 644 Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



