The Order of Vespers (Lent)
pp- 41-45 Oculi Wednesday 2021

P: O Lord, open Thou my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Psalm 19, p. 126

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handywork.

2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto
night sheweth knowledge.

3 There is no speech nor language, where their
voice is not heard.

4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world. In them hath
he set a tabernacle for the sun,

5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a
race.

6 His going forth is from the end of the heaven,
and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is
nothing hid from the heat thereof.

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the
soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise
the simple.

8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the
heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, en-
lightening the eyes.

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever:
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb.

11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and
in keeping of them there is great reward.

12 Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou
me from secret faults.

13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous
sins; let them not have dominion over me: then
shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the
great transgression.

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation
of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my
strength, and my redeemer.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Lesson: Matthew 27.15-26

15 Now at that feast the governor was wont to re-
lease unto the people a prisoner, whom they would.

16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called
Barabbas.

17 Therefore when they were gathered together,
Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release
unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?
18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered
him.

19 When he was set down on the judgment seat,
his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing
to do with that just man: for I have suffered many
things this day in a dream because of him.

20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the
multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and de-
stroy Jesus.

21 The governor answered and said unto them,
Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto
you? They said, Barabbas.

22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then
with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto
him, Let him be crucified.

23 And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he
done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him
be crucified.

24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing,
but that rather a tumult was made, he took water,
and washed his hands before the multitude, saying,
I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye
to it.

25 Then answered all the people, and said, His
blood be on us, and on our children.

26 Then released he Barabbas unto them: and
when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be
crucified.

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to Thee, O Lord.

Hymn # 154

1. Alas! and did my Savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die?

Would He devote that sacred head
For such a worm as I?

2. Was it for crimes that I had done
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown,



And love beyond degree!

3. Well might the sun in darkness hide
And shut his glories in

When God, the mighty Maker, died
For man the creature's sin.

4, Thus might I hide my blushing face
While His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt mine eyes to tears.

5. But drops of grief can ne'er repay
The debt of love I owe;

Here, Lord, I give myself away,

'Tis all that I can do. Amen.

Sermon

P: Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as in-
cense:

C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.

C: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in
peace, according to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all
people;

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of
thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy
upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy
name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; gove us this day our dai-
ly bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil;
for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with thy spirit.

Several collects are prayed, concluding with the Collect
for Peace. After each, the Amen is sung or said.

COLLECT FOR PEACE

0 God, from whom all holy desires, all good coun-

sels, and all just works do proceed, give unto Thy
servants that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Thy command-
ments, and also that we, being defended by Thee
from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus
Christ, our Savior, who liveth and reigneth with
Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world with-
out end.

C: Amen.

P: Bless we the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with
you all.

C: Amen.

Doxology # 644
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



