LESSON: JEREMIAH 1.4-10

4 Then the word of the LORD came
unto me, saying, 5 Before I formed thee in
the belly I knew thee; and before thou
camest forth out of the womb I sanctified
thee, and 1 ordained thee a prophet unto
the nations. 6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD!
behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 7
But the LORD said unto me, Say not, [ am
a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall
send thee, and whatsoever I command
thee thou shalt speak. 8 Be not afraid of
their faces: for I am with thee to deliver
thee, saith the LORD. 9 Then the LORD
put forth his hand, and touched my mouth.
And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I
have put my words in thy mouth. 10 See, I
have this day set thee over the nations and
over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull
down, and to destroy, and to throw down,
to build, and to plant.

EPISTLE: 1 CORINTHIANS 9:24-10:5

24 Know ye not that they which run
in a race run all, but one receiveth the
prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25 And
every man that striveth for the mastery is
temperate in all things. Now they do it to
obtain a corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible. 26 I therefore so run, not as
uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that
beateth the air: 27 But I keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection: lest that
by any means, when I have preached to
others, 1 myself should be a castaway.
10:1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that
ye should be ignorant, how that all our
fathers were under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; 2 And were all
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in
the sea; 3 And did all eat the same spiritu-
al meat; 4 And did all drink the same spir-
itual drink: for they drank of that spiritual
Rock that followed them: and that Rock
was Christ. 5 But with many of them God
was not well pleased: for they were over-
thrown in the wilderness.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 20:1-16

1 For the kingdom of heaven is like
unto a man that is an householder, which
went out early in the morning to hire
labourers into his vineyard. 2 And when
he had agreed with the labourers for a
penny a day, he sent them into his vine-
yard. 3 And he went out about the third
hour, and saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, 4 And said unto them; Go ye
also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is
right I will give you. And they went their
way. 5 Again he went out about the sixth
and ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 And
about the eleventh hour he went out, and
found others standing idle, and saith unto
them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?
7 They say unto him, Because no man
hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye
also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is
right, that shall ye receive. 8 So when
even was come, the lord of the vineyard
saith unto his steward, Call the labourers,
and give them their hire, beginning from
the last unto the first. 9 And when they
came that were hired about the eleventh
hour, they received every man a penny. 10
But when the first came, they supposed
that they should have received more; and
they likewise received every man a penny.
11 And when they had received it, they
murmured against the goodman of the
house, 12 Saying, These last have wrought
but one hour, and thou hast made them
equal unto us, which have borne the bur-
den and heat of the day. 13 But he an-
swered one of them, and said, Friend, I do
thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with
me for a penny? 14 Take that thine is, and
go thy way: I will give unto this last, even
as unto thee. 15 Is it not lawful for me to
do what I will with mine own? Is thine
eye evil, because I am good? 16 So the
last shall be first, and the first last: for
many be called, but few chosen.
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We do not present our supplications before thee for our
righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.
Daniel 9:18
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THE ORDER OF MORNING SERVICE
WITHOUT COMMUNION

PP. 5-14
Prelude
HYMN #376
Confession through Creed pp. 5-12
Introit & Collect pp. 60, 61
Lessons (back page)
Gradual p. 61
Apostles’ Creed p.12
HYMN of the Week #377
Sermon
Offertory p. 12
General Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer & Collect p. 14
The Benediction p. 14
Closing DoxoLoGY # 644
Postlude

Today’s Usher: none

Today’s ALTAR FLOWERS - none

THIS WEEK
« o events scheduled
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next Sunday we will have a live,
in church, service at 10:30am, that
will be livestreamed on our YouTube
channel.

A SEPTUAGESIMA PRAYER
by Veit Dietrich

Lord God, heavenly Father, who
through Thy holy word hast called
us into Thy vineyard: Send, we be-
seech Thee, Thy Holy Spirit into our
hearts, that we may labor faithfully
in Thy vineyard, shun sin and all
offense, obediently keep Thy word
and do Thy will, and put our whole
and only trust in Thy grace, which
Thou hast bestowed upon us so
plenteously through Thy Son Jesus
Christ, that we may obtain eternal
salvation through Him, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, one true God, world without
end. Amen.

NOTES & QUOTES

Hence the substance of this
Gospel is that no mortal is so high,
nor will ever ascend so high, who
will not have occasion to fear that
he may become the very lowest. On
the other hand, no mortal lies so low
or can fall so low, to whom the hope
is not extended that he may become
the highest; because here all human
merit is abolished and God’s good-
ness alone is praised, and it is de-
creed as on a festive occasion that

the first shall be last and the last
first. In that he says, “the first shall
be last” he strips thee of all thy pre-
sumption and forbids thee to exalt
thyself above the lowest outcast,
even if thou wert like Abraham,
David, Peter or Paul. However, in
that he also says, “the last shall be
first,” he checks thee against all
doubting, and forbids thee to hum-
ble thyself below any saint, even if
thou wert Pilate, Herod, Sodom and
Gomorrah,

For just as we have no reason to
be presumptuous, so we have also
no cause to doubt; but the golden
mean is confirmed and fortified by
this Gospel, so that we regard not
the penny but the goodness of the
householder, which is alike and the
same to high and low, to the first
and the last, to saints and sinners,
and no one can boast nor comfort
himself nor presume more than an-
other; for he is God not only of the
Jews, but also of the Gentiles, yea,
especially of all, and it matters not
who they are or what they are
called.

Sermons of Martin Luther - The
Church Postils, Vol. 2. Sermon for
Septuagesima Sunday, pp. 111f

THIS WEEK’S READINGS

« Psalms - 137-143

« OT - Micah 5-7; Nahum 1-3;
Habakkuk 1

« NT - 1 John 2-5; 2 John; 3 John;
Revelation 1



