LESSON: ISAIAH 61.10-11

10 I will greatly rejoice in the
LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God,;
for he hath clothed me with the gar-
ments of salvation, he hath covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with orna-
ments, and as a bride adorneth herself
with her jewels. 11 For as the earth
bringeth forth her bud, and as the gar-
den causeth the things that are sown in
it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will
cause righteousness and praise to spring
forth before all the nations.

EPISTLE: 2 PETER 1.16-21

16 For we have not followed cun-
ningly devised fables, when we made
known unto you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-
witnesses of his majesty. 17 For he re-
ceived from God the Father honour and
glory, when there came such a voice to
him from the excellent glory, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
18 And this voice which came from
heaven we heard, when we were with
him in the holy mount. 19 We have also
a more sure word of prophecy; where-
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as
unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day star
arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this
first, that no prophecy of the scripture
is of any private interpretation. 21 For
the prophecy came not in old time by
the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 17.1-9
1 And after six days Jesus taketh

Peter, James, and John his brother, and
bringeth them up into an high mountain

apart, 2 And was transfigured before
them: and his face did shine as the sun,
and his raiment was white as the light. 3
And, behold, there appeared unto them
Moses and Elias talking with him. 4
Then answered Peter, and said unto
Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if
thou wilt, let us make here three taber-
nacles; one for thee, and one for Moses,
and one for Elias. 5 While he yet spake,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed
them: and behold a voice out of the
cloud, which said, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye
him. 6 And when the disciples heard it,
they fell on their face, and were sore
afraid. 7 And Jesus came and touched
them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid.
8 And when they had lifted up their
eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 9
And as they came down from the moun-
tain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell
the vision to no man, until the Son of
man be risen again from the dead.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A TRANSFIGURATION PRAYER
by Veit Dietrich

0 merciful and everlasting God,
heavenly Father: We thank Thee
that Thou hast revealed unto us the
glory of Thy Son, and let the light of
Thy gospel shine upon us: We pray
Thee, guide us by this light that we
may walk diligently as Christians in
all good works, ever be strength-
ened by Thy grace, and conduct our
lives in all godliness; through the
same, Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one
true God, world without end. Amen.

NOTES & QUOTES

So, also, we meet with similar
occurrences in our day. At first,
when the Gospel was proclaimed, it
was a lovely sermon and all the
world desired to become Christian,
nobody opposed it. But when attacks
were made on the monks, priests,
and nuns, when the Mass was criti-
cised; alas! they fell like leaves from
the trees. Afterwards, when the no-
bles were also attacked, the Gospel
was still more persecuted and its
reception began more and more to
abate. The devil does not rest yet,
and hence he stirs up so many sects
and factions. How many sects have
we not already had? One has taken

up the sword, another has attacked
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,
others that of baptism. The devil
does not sleep, he will do many
more such things, he looks around
and exerts himself to exterminate
the pure doctrine in the Church and
will finally, it is feared, bring it to
this, that should one pass through
all Germany he would find no pure
pulpit, where the Word of God is
preached as in former days. He tries
with all his might to prevent the
pure doctrine from being taught, for
he cannot endure it.

Sermons of Martin Luther - The
Church Postils, Vol. 5. Sermon for
21st Sunday after Trinity, p. 265f.
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